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a b s t r a c t

In this paper, an adaptive routing algorithm for two-dimensional mesh network-on-chips (NoCs) is pre-
sented. The algorithm, which is based on Dynamic XY (DyXY), is called Enhanced Dynamic XY (EDXY). It
is congestion-aware and more link failure tolerant compared to the DyXY algorithm. On contrary to the
DyXY algorithm, it can avoid the congestion when routing from the current switch to the destination
whose X position (Y position) is exactly one unit apart from the switch X position (Y position). This is
achieved by adding two congestion wires (one in each direction) between each two cores which indicate
the existence of congestion in a row (column). The same wires may be used to alarm a link failure in a row
(column). These signals enable the routing algorithm to avoid these paths when there are other paths
between the source and destination pair. To assess the latency of the proposed algorithm, uniform, trans-
pose, hotspot, and realistic traffic profiles for packet injection are used. The simulation results reveal that
EDXY can achieve lower latency compared to those of other adaptive routing algorithms across all work-
loads examined, with a 20% average and 30% maximum latency reduction on SPLASH-2 benchmarks run-
ning on a 49-core CMP. The area of the technique is about the same as those of the other routing
algorithms.

! 2010 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Recently on-chip transistor density has increased enabling the
integration of dozens of intellectual property cores on a single
die to form system-on-chips (SoCs). One byproducts of the greater
integration is that for communication in these systems, shared
buses should be replaced by interconnection networks. The net-
work-on-chips (NoCs) has been proposed as a new paradigm for
realizing complex SoCs [1,2]. NoCs scale better than traditional
forms of on-chip interconnections and have better performance
and fault tolerant characteristics [2]. Among different possible
topologies, the two-dimensional mesh is one of the most common
topologies [3,4].

In NoCs, routing algorithms are used to determine the path of a
packet from the source to the destination. These algorithms are
classified as deterministic and adaptive. The implementations of
deterministic routing algorithms are simple but they are not able
to balance the load across the links in non-uniform or bursty traffic
[5,6]. Adaptive routing algorithms are proposed to address these
limitations. By better distributing load across links, adaptive algo-
rithms improve network performance and also provide tolerance if
link or router failure occurs. In adaptive routing algorithms, the

path of a packet from the source to the destination is determined
by the network condition. An adaptive routing algorithm decreases
the probability of passing a packet from a congested or mal-func-
tion link. Despite its implementation complexity, adaptive routing
is attractive for large NoCs especially when these NoCs facing with
non-uniform or bursty traffic.

There are a number of routing algorithms which we briefly re-
view those related to the algorithm proposed in this work. In [7],
a static routing algorithm for two-dimensional meshes which is
called XY is introduced. In this routing algorithm, each packet first
travels along the X and then the Y direction to reach the destina-
tion. For this method, deadlock never occurs but no adaptivity
exists in this algorithm. An adaptive routing algorithm named
turn-model is introduced in [8] based on which another adaptive
routing algorithm called Odd–Even turn is proposed in [9]. To
avoid deadlock, Odd–Even method restricts the position that turns
are allowed in the mesh topology. Another algorithm called DyAD
is introduced in [10]. This algorithm is a combination of a static
routing algorithm called oe-fix, and an adaptive routing algorithm
based on the Odd–Even turn algorithm. Depending on the conges-
tion condition of the network, one of the routing algorithms is in-
voked. Another adaptive routing is hot potato or deflection routing
[11,12] which is based on the idea of delivering a packet to an out-
put channel at each cycle. If all the channels belonging to minimal
paths are occupied, then the packet is misrouted. When contention
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occurs and the desired channel is not available, the packet, instead
of waiting, will pick any alternative available channels (minimal or
non-minimal) to continue moving to the next router; therefore the
router does not need buffers. In hot potato routing, if the number of
input channels is equal to the number of output channels at every
router node, packets can always find an exit channel and they are
deadlock free. However, livelock is a potential problem in this rout-
ing. Also, hot potato increases message latency even in the absence
of congestion and bandwidth consumption. Accordingly, perfor-
mance of hot potato routing is not as good as other wormhole rout-
ing methods [13]. Also, there are adaptive routings for increasing
fault tolerance of the on-chip network. Stochastic communication
method has been proposed to deal with permanent and transient
faults of network links and nodes [14]. This method has the advan-
tage of simplicity and low overhead. The selection of links and of
the number of redundant copies to be sent on the links is stochas-
tically done at runtime by the network routers. As a result, the
transmission latency is unpredictable and, hence, it cannot be
guaranteed. Also, stochastic communication is not efficient in
terms of power dissipation and latency.

An adaptive deadlock free routing algorithm called Dynamic XY
(DyXY) has been proposed in [15]. In this algorithm, which is based
on the static XY algorithm, a packet is sent either to the X or Y
direction depending on the congestion condition. It uses local
information which is the current queue length of the correspond-
ing input port in the neighboring routers to decide on the next
hop. It is assumed that the collection of these local decisions
should lead to a near-optimal path from the source to the destina-
tion. The main weakness of DyXY is that the use of the local infor-
mation in making routing decision could forward the packet in a
path which has congestion in the routers farther than the current
neighbors. This situation could happen when the routing unit is
one unit apart from the destination in X or Y dimension. Such
non-optimal routing decisions will cause NoC to face with increas-
ing in its network latency. The technique described in [16], may
overcome this problem. It uses global information in making a
routing decision. The technique requires a mechanism to mix local
and global congestion information. This has been obtained at the
cost of higher hardware overhead.

In this paper, we propose a technique for solving the problem of
the DyXY routing algorithm with little area overhead. In addition,
the proposed technique increases tolerance against single link fail-
ure compared to the DyXY technique. The rest of this paper is or-
ganized as follows: Section 2 describes the basic structure of the
XY and DyXY routers. Section 3 describes the proposed routing
algorithm and its architecture. Single link failure tolerances of
the routing algorithm are compared in Section 4 while experimen-
tal results are discussed in Section 5. Finally, the conclusion of the
paper is given in Section 6.

2. XY and DyXY routing mechanisms and their limitations

This section describes XY, and DyXY NoC routings and their
main limitations.

2.1. XY routing mechanism

Except for the boundary routers, XY routers have five input/out-
put ports (four connected to the neighboring ports and one for the
local core). Main architectural elements of an XY router include the
input FIFO for each port, route computation unit, VC allocation unit
(if any), crossbar control logic, and the crossbar. The packet trans-
mission is performed by dividing it to smaller pieces called flits. A
flit enters into the router through one of the ports and is stored in
its FIFO. If the flit is a header, indicating the start of a new packet, it
proceeds to the routing unit, which determines the output port
that the packet should use. The header flit attempts to acquire a
channel (maybe virtual) for the next hop. Upon a successful chan-
nel allocation, the header flit enters the switch arbitration stage,
where it competes for the output port with other flits from the
other router input ports. Once the crossbar passage is granted,
the flit traverses the switch and enters the channel. Subsequent
flits belonging to the same packet can proceed directly to the cross-
bar and go to the output port. The main architectural element of an
XY router is shown in Fig. 1.

2.2. DyXY routing mechanism

The main difference between the XY and the DyXY routers is
that, depending on the network condition, the route computation
unit may select different paths at different times for the same
source and destination pair. For this to happen, a pre-port selection
unit is added to the router that based on the current network con-
ditions, selects the best candidate for every adjacent ports (i.e.,
North vs. East, North vs. West, South vs. East, and South vs. West)
and provide route computation unit with this information (Fig. 2).
One of the factors for choosing an output port is the number of free
buffers at the corresponding input port in the next hop [17]. This
technique has been used in the DyXY routing algorithm where
the free buffer count at a downstream node is used for congestion
estimation. To exchange the count, which can be considered as a
stress value, some wires are added between adjacent routers.

Due to the fact that in each node, packets can be routed in both
X and Y directions without restriction, this routing algorithm needs
a mechanism to guarantee deadlock avoidance. In networks having
virtual channels (general case), usually the following method is
used to guarantee deadlock avoidance. Virtual channels in Y
dimensions are divided into two parts. The network is partitioned
into two sub-networks called +X sub-network and !X sub-net-
work each having half of the channels in the Y dimension. If the
destination node is to the right of the source, the packet will be
routed through the +X sub-network. If the destination node is to
the left of the source, the packet will be routed through the !X
sub-network. Otherwise that packet can be routed using either
sub-network [18]. For networks without virtual channels, other
deadlock avoidance strategies should be used (e.g., Odd–Even
[19]).

Now, we discuss the weakness of the DyXY algorithm in routing
packets from switches whose X position (Y position) is one unit
apart from that of the destination. Let us consider the simple
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Fig. 1. Structure of an XY router.
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example shown in Fig. 3 where (1, 2) and (4, 1) are the source and
destination switches. In the DyXY routing, switch (1, 2) compares
the current length of the west queue of switch (2, 2) and the north
queue of the switch (1, 1) and the packet is sent to the direction
with a less occupied queue. Note that if switch (1, 1) is selected,
the entire path has been determined and hence switches (2, 1) and
(3, 1) are the next hops without any choice. If they are congested,
the DyXY algorithm has selected wrong path based on local infor-
mation. However, if switch (2, 2) is selected, there are other
choices for the next hops, and hence, the congestion may be
avoided. The wrong path was selected since the decision was based
on the local information of switch (1, 1). Note that this undesired
effect may occur when routing from a switch whose X (or Y) posi-
tion are just one unit apart from that of the destination and the
congestion is happening further away from the current hop.

3. EDXY routing solution

The objective of the EDXY routing algorithm is to avoid the
problem of the DyXY algorithm. This is achieved by using a flag
which indicates congestion along the path of a row (or column).
This flag propagates in a row (or column) and indicates to the adja-
cent rows (or columns) that this row (or column) is near saturation
and should be avoided. Since congestion flag should propagate
along a row (or column), each switch transparently propagates
its prior switch congestion flag. Also, each router monitors its input
buffer. If the occupied percentage of the buffer is larger than a
threshold value, the corresponding switch will activate its conges-
tion flag. The congestion information for the West, East, North,
South input port is given to the switches which are to the left, right,
up, and down-side of this switch, respectively. To effectively track
the congestion condition, two flags are added to each row (or col-
umn): one informs left hand side switches of congestion in a right

hand side switch and the other one informs right hand side
switches of congestion in a left hand side switch in the row. For
this purpose, between every two adjacent switches, two conges-
tion wires, one in each direction, are added. The congestion wires
are added to the wires used to transmit the free buffer count.
The congestion flag transmitted by any switch is obtained by ORing
its flag and that of the previous switch (to transparently propagate
prior switch congestion flag) in the direction that the flag is trans-
mitted. Therefore, if the flag is active, it shows that either the cur-
rent or at least one of the previous switches is congested.

In EDXY routing, if a switch is one hop apart from the destina-
tion in a row (or column), the congestion flag in the destination
column (or row) is used in routing decision. If the congestion flag
is one, the algorithm favors the other path to the destination. For
the example shown in Fig. 3, the congestion wire in the destination
row is passed to switch (1, 2) by switch (1, 1). Therefore, the packet
will be routed to switch (2, 2).

In EDXY, every router first looks at the destination address of
the received packet. If the router address is not one hop apart from
that of the destination in either the X or Y direction, the EDXY algo-
rithm ignores the congestion wire and routes the packet the same
way as the DyXY algorithm does. However, if the destination ad-
dress is just one hop apart from the router in either the X or Y
direction, in addition to the current queue length, one of the con-
gestion wires (based on the position of the destination) is also used
for routing. We decided to use this congestion value as most signif-
icant bit of the stress value. In these cases, we refer to the port
which is one hop apart from the destination in either X or Y direc-
tions as critical port while the other port is called non-critical port.
For the non-critical port, we ignore congestion flag value and a zero
is used for the congestion value to favor this port against the other
port.

It should be noted that congestion wires may report false posi-
tive information because they do not provide information regard-
ing the location of the congestion node in a row (or column). We
compared shared congestion wires with the general case in which
the position of the congestion node is also propagated in a row or
column. The results show only slight differences between these
two mechanisms. We proposed shared congestion wires because
they are simple and have the desired characteristics for reducing
latency.

In cases where the congestion wire should be used in the deci-
sion making process, a function of the queue length and the con-
gestion wire value can be used as the stress value. In order to
simplify hardware, we used congestion wire as the MSB of the
queue length to form the stress value. As we will discuss later, this
will enable us improve the single link failure tolerance of the EDXY
algorithm.

For the implementation of the EDXY routing algorithm, extra
hardware should be added to the DyXY router. This extra hardware
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Fig. 2. Structure of a DyXY (adaptive) router.

Fig. 3. A simple NoC with mesh structure.
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is divided into two parts. An extra unit is needed in each router to
drive the congestion wires in four directions. In addition, each rou-
ter should have extra logic to use the congestion wires in the rout-
ing decisions. In each direction, the output congestion wire is set if
the input congestion wire due to the congestion in the previous
routers in that direction is set or the occupied part of the input buf-
fer for routing in that direction is larger than the threshold value.
For implementing this logic, a comparator and an OR gate are used.
The comparator compares the queue length with the predefined
threshold value. In the case of exceeding the threshold value, the
output of the comparator becomes one. The output congestion
wire is the OR of the comparator output and the input congestion
wire as shown in Fig. 4(a).

The routing algorithm should also be modified to use the extra
information (i.e., congestion wires) in routing decisions. The EDXY
routing algorithm is shown in Fig. 4(b). Compared to the DyXY
routing architecture, extra hardware (SV) is needed to produce
the stress value for two competing ports from their queue length
and the values of the congestion wires.

4. Link failure tolerance

The extra wires added to the NoC can be used to empower EDXY
to tolerate single link failure. In fact these wires behave as conges-
tion flags in normal conditions and are used to decrease latency of
the routing algorithm, while in faulty condition, the role of these
wires change and they are used to empower EDXY to route all
packets to the destinations. With two modifications to the EDXY
routing algorithm, this algorithm can tolerate single link failure
(unidirectional and bidirectional) in the network. These modifica-
tions do not have any effect on the routing decision in normal
conditions.

We assume routers are equipped with test units that signals if
links of the router get faulty. When a router detects the failure of
one of its links, it will permanently set the output congestion wire
corresponding to that link while permanently reset the congestion
wire of the links adjacent to the faulty link (Fig. 5(1)). Due to the
EDXY routing mechanism, the congestion wire is used as the
MSB of the stress value. This will guarantee that a packet will
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Fig. 4. (a) An EDXY switch implementation. (b) EDXY routing algorithm.
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not be passed to the row (or column) when the failed link is before
the destination in that row (or column). One corner case that
should be considered is the case shown in Fig. 5(1) that the switch
has a distance of one to the destination in both the X and Y direc-
tions. As shown, for the direction of the failed link, the value of the
congestion wire is ‘‘1” and for the other direction the value of con-
gestion wire is ‘‘0”. As such, EDXY guarantees to send the packet
through the non-faulty link to the destination.

The other modification to the EDXY routing algorithm is for the
source–destination pairs located in a row (or column). In this case,
only one path exists between the source and destination and as a
result of failed link, this path cannot be used to send the packet
to the destination. To overcome this limitation, in a router, if there
is just one path to the destination and the link corresponding to the
path is failed, the packet will be forwarded to one of the adjacent
links as shown in Fig. 5(2). Because we only forward a packet
through a non-minimal path in case of a link failure and only for
source–destination pairs in a row (or column), the lack of livelock
in the routing algorithm is preserved. With these two modification,
EDXY routing algorithm can tolerate single link failure in the net-
work. This is especially important in future chip fabrication process
in which the failure rate is high. If the NoC chip is fabricated cor-
rectly, the added wires are used to decrease network latency, and
in the case of a link failure, these wires guarantee the packet trans-
mission in the network.

5. Experimental results

For assessing the efficiency of the proposed routing algorithm,
three other routing algorithms were also implemented. These algo-
rithms included the XY, Odd–Even turn-model, and DyXY. A de-
tailed VHDL code for the virtual-channel routers was written and
simulations were carried out to determine their latency-through-
put characteristics. For all the switches, the data width was set
to 32-bits. Each input virtual channel had a buffer (FIFO) with
the size of six flits. The congestion threshold value (for EDXY rout-
ing) was set to four meaning that the congestion condition was
considered when four of six buffer slots were full. In all the simu-
lations, the latency was measured by averaging the latency of the
packets when each local core generated 3000 packets. The router
used the minimally fully adaptive reserved VC deadlock avoidance
technique discussed in [18]. Four synthetic traffic profiles of trans-
pose, uniform random, hotspot 5%, and hotspot 10% and SPLASH-2

benchmark traces were used. Table 1 shows the baseline network
configuration, and the variations used in the sensitivity studies.

5.1. First set of experiments

In the first set, 7 " 7 2D meshes and packets with a length of
nine-flits were used. The packet latency for different traffic profiles
are shown in Fig. 6.

5.1.1. Transpose traffic profile
In transpose traffic profile, for a n " n mesh network, a core at

position ði; jÞði; j 2 ½0;nÞÞ only sends a data packet to another core
at position (n ! 1 ! i, n ! 1 ! j). This traffic pattern is similar to
the concept of transposing a matrix [19]. In these simulations, each
core generates packets and injects them into the network using the
time intervals determined based on the exponential distribution.
This traffic profile leads to a non-uniform traffic distribution with
heavy traffics for the central nodes of the mesh. Therefore, close
to the center of the network hotspots may be created. As the re-
sults shown in Fig. 6(a) reveal if the data packet injection rate is
very low, hotspots are not created and the routing technique be-
have similarly. As the injection rate increases and congestion is
created in the mesh, the EDXY algorithm leads to smaller average
delays.

5.1.2. Uniform random traffic profile
In this traffic profile, each node sends several messages to other

nodes in the network where a uniform distribution is used to con-
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Fig. 5. Two modifications to the EDXY routing algorithm to guarantee single link failure tolerance.

Table 1
Baseline network configuration and variation.

Characteristics Baseline Variations

Topology 7 " 7 2D Mesh 15 " 15 2D Mesh
Routing Minimal, fully-adaptive,

reserved VC deadlock
avoidance

Odd–Even turn-
model

Virtual channels/port 2 0
Flit buffers/VC 6 –
Packet length (flits) 9 15
Traffic workload Transpose, uniform,

hotspot
SPLASH-2 traces

Simulated packets/
node

3000 –
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struct the destination set of each message [20]. In Fig. 6(b), the
average communication delay as a function of the average message
injection rate has been plotted. For this case, the XY technique
leads to lower latencies because uniform traffic is balanced under
XY routing [16].

5.1.3. Hotspot traffic profiles
The same as uniform random, each node sends several mes-

sages to other nodes in the network. But nodes (2, 2), (2, 4),
(4, 2), and (4, 4) receives 5% and 10% more packets in hotspot 5%
and 10% traffic profiles, respectively. The average communication
delays as a function of average packet injection rate for hotspot
5% and 10% traffic profiles have been plotted in Fig. 6(c) and (d),
respectively.

5.1.4. SPLASH-2 benchmark traffic
Fig. 7 shows the average packet latency across five SPLASH-2

benchmark traces, normalized to XY. Contention is the cause of sig-
nificant packet latency in lu, fft, and raytrace; thus adaptive routing
has an opportunity to improve performance. Although EDXY pro-

vides equal or lower latency than other schemes, EDXY shows
the greatest benefit on raytrace with 36% reduction in latency. On
average EDXY provides a latency reduction of 20% across all bench-
marks vs. XY and 12% vs. DyXY.

5.2. Second set of experiments

In this section, we change some of the NoC parameters consid-
ered in the first set of experiments.

5.2.1. NoC size
Fig. 8 shows the latency vs. the packet injection rate for a

15 " 15 mesh NoC under the transpose traffic profile with nine-flit
packets. For this large network, adaptive approaches do not per-
form as well vs. XY. This is due to the fact that the noise in conges-
tion estimate is increased. But the effect of the noise on DyXY is
higher (1%) than EDXY.

5.2.2. Packet length
Fig. 9 shows the latency for long packets (15 flits) in a 7 " 7 2D

mesh under different traffic profiles. The average packet latencies
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Fig. 6. Latency vs. packet injection rate for EDXY, DyXY, and XY for a 7 " 7 2D mesh for nine-flit packets with virtual channel. (a) Transpose traffic, (b) uniform random traffic,
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for all routings are higher than those of short packets. The in-
creased latency is a known characteristic of wormhole routing with
long packets. The reason is that for long packets, an imbalance in
the resource utilization occurs because packets hold resources over
multiple routers. Similar to the case of nine-flit packets, the EDXY
technique performs better than DyXY and XY over all traffic pat-
terns except for the uniform traffic profile.

5.2.3. Network without virtual channel
Fig. 10 shows latency vs. packet injection rate for Odd–Even,

DyXY, and EDXY routers without virtual channel. In this case, we
consider a 5 " 5 2D mesh with five flit packets. The buffer size of
each channel is six flits. Odd–Even turn-model [8] is a technique
for avoiding deadlock in NoCs without virtual channel. In this sec-
tion, for the deadlock avoidance in DyXY and EDXY, Odd–Even
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Fig. 9. Latency vs. packet injection rate on a 7 " 7 2D mesh for 15-flit packets with virtual channel. (a) Transpose traffic, (b) uniform random traffic, (c) hotspot 5%, and (d)
hotspot 10%.
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Fig. 10. Latency vs. packet injection rate on a for a 5 " 5 2D mesh without virtual channel. (a) Transpose traffic, (b) uniform random traffic, (c) hotspot 5%, and (d) hotspot
10%.
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turn-model is used. Actually, when the Odd–Even produces more
than one output ports, in the Odd–Even router, the port in the Y
direction is chosen while in the DyXY and EDXY routers, the stress
value is examined to choose one of the ports.

For these simulations, core (2, 2) receives 5% and 10% more
packets in hotspot 5% and 10% traffic profiles, respectively. As the
results show, EDXY continues to perform better than other routing
algorithms in a network without virtual channel with transpose,
uniform, hotspot 5%, and hotspot 10% traffic profiles.

5.3. Hardware overhead

To evaluate the area overhead of the proposed algorithm, we
synthesized the VHDL reference model with Synopsys Design Com-
piler using a standard cell CMOS library. For all switches, the data
width was set to 32 bits (flit size), and each channel had two vir-
tual channels with a buffer size of six flits. In order to achieve bet-
ter performance/power characteristics, the FIFOs were
implemented using registers. Table 2 compares the areas of the
switches. As the figures reveal, the area overhead of the EDXY com-
pared to that of the XY (DyXY) is 3.6% (1.5%).

5.4. Power dissipation

The power dissipation of EDXY and DyXY routing algorithms
were calculated and compared under a GSM voice CODEC [21]
using Synopsys PrimePower. The GSM voice CODEC was parti-
tioned into nine cores. The communication traces between the
cores were recorded for an input voice stream of 500 frames (10
s of voice). The cores were mapped manually onto a 7 " 7 mesh
NoC in the same way as that of Ref. [22]. The CODEC cores gener-
ated packets based on the recorded communication traces. The
other cores in the NoC generated packets based on the uniform
random traffic profile with the same average flit injection rate as
the CODEC cores. The typical clock of 1 GHz is applied to the sys-
tem. Since the post synthesis simulation is very slow, switch
(3, 3) which is close to the center of a 7 " 7 2D mesh was synthe-
sized while for the other switches, the RTL models were used. The
results for the power consumption are given in Table 3. As ob-
served from this table, the power consumptions of both techniques
are about the same.

6. Conclusions

In this paper, an enhanced dynamic routing algorithm, called
EDXY, was proposed. It is congestion-aware and more link failure
tolerant compared to the DyXY routing technique. The algorithm
improved the DyXY routing algorithm. In this technique, two con-
gestion wires were added to the router architecture to flag the row
or column congestion further away from the current switch. This
enabled avoiding the congested path, and thus decreasing the la-
tency of the algorithm. The same wires were used to indicate a

Table 2
Area comparison of XY, DyXY, and EDXY.

XY DyXY EDXY

Area (lm2) 86,107 87,881 89,281

Table 3
Power consumption of DyXY, and EDXY routing under GSM voice CODEC (mW).

DyXY EDXY

Power consumption (mW) 26.1268 26.1197

faulty link in a possible path for a number of source–destination
pairs during a link failure. Simulations were performed for EDXY,
XY, DyXY, and Odd–Even routing algorithms under several traffic
profiles. The results showed lower latencies for the proposed algo-
rithm for high packet injection rates where the congestion in the
NoC occurs. The area increase of the proposed switch compared
to those of the XY and DyXY was negligible.
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